
Dear members of the Connecticut General Assembly Human Services Committee: 
 
My name is Carmen Ortega, I am from Stamford and I am part of the Domestic Workers 
Organization in Stamford, Nosotras. 
 
I am in favor of S.B. 284: AN ACT INCREASING THE AGE FROM EIGHT TO EIGHTEEN YEARS OLD 
FOR AN INCOME ELIGIBLE PERSON TO OBTAIN HEALTH CARE REGARDLESS OF IMMIGRATION 
STATUS. Expanding access to HUSKY to age 18, regardless of immigration status, is an important 
step to ensure that our immigrant community has access to the health care we need. But our 
work doesn't end with expanding access to age 18; we need to open access to HUSKY and 
health care to all immigrants of any age, including parents and adults. 
 
My name is Carmen Ortega and I am an immigrant from Central America and for me this 
legislation is important because it would benefit countless people who currently do not have 
health insurance. 
 
Personally, I do not have issues because my daughter has health insurance unlike us, her 
parents, who do not. For us it has also been hard not to have health insurance because every 
time we get sick we have to go to use medical services that in this country are very expensive. 
But as a community leader I know many cases of children who do not have health insurance 
and for them it is so unattainable to visit a doctor or even have access to the most basic 
services such as having access to dental cleaning, to have an annual medical checkup. A lot of 
people especially now that people are coming to the country and bringing their children. So, I 
know how complicated it is. Even children that their parents brought in some time ago but they 
still don't have the opportunity to have health insurance. It is very hard for people to access the 
health system here because the costs are very high. Personally, I had to have a colonoscopy and 
for me it is almost unattainable to pay for it because the bill came to me at almost $10,000, If 
you could imagine, where I am going to pay so much money? But it is necessary. So at least for 
me it is currently one of the hardest things I have had to go through. As I mentioned previously 
from my personal experience, my daughter does have health insurance provided by the 
government so I see the difference compared to other children because she always has access 
to the dentist twice a year, she has her annual checkups, if she is sick I don't have to worry 
because I know she has health insurance and we don't have that worry that access to medicine 
here is very expensive. 
 
As they say, getting sick is a luxury in this country so it would definitely change our world to 
have access to free medical insurance for this population. This would benefit us because the 
right to health is a universal right of every person and every individual and the fact that we are 
immigrants in this country does not mean that we do not contribute to the economy of this 
country. We pay taxes so I think we should also be included in having access to opportunities 
not only that we are paying for in taxes but also have some of the benefits that citizens or other 
people may have. I support S.B. 284 and ask the committee to support and pass this legislation. 
Going forward, I ask the committee to work to open access to all immigrants regardless of age. 
 



Thank you for your time, 
Carmen Ortega 


